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Materialization of myths in the cult of highlanders and the cult of Chopin

Su m m ar y

My deliberations will take up a very current topic, namely the elements so formed today 
that represent Polish culture and Polishness in general to the society of the country and the 
world. An example will be, on the one hand, local folklore, in our case the Podhale folklore, 
and on the other, a flagship example of national “high” culture – Fryderyk Chopin and his 
legend. Over the last two hundred years, each of these elements has become a myth, often 
unjustified in the bygone reality. The myth of the highlander region, as a unique example 
of indigenous and creative folk culture, arose on the wave of fascination with the Podhale 
of the Polish intelligentsia, both writers and musicians, as well as artists, painters, and ar-
chitects. Here we will also deal with the myth of Chopin and its materialization by paying 
tribute to various objects that are believed to be related to the composer’s life and activity 
and which are filled with legends far from reality.
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